Nordic Spirit: Early Icelandic Settlements on the West Coast
            On March 3rd and 4th, the Scandinavian Cultural Society will sponsor an important exhibition of early photographs depicting the settlement of Icelandic people on the West Coast. Robert Asgeirsson, curator of the Icelandic Archives of B.C., has prepared an exhibit of over 200 restored and enlarged historical images together with explanatory text. The Scandinavian Cultural Society will host the opening of this major Nordic heritage exhibit together with the Icelandic Canadian Club of B.C. The exhibition will thereafter be made available in whole or in part for showings around the province and elsewhere. 

            The Nordic Spirit images are beautiful as well as informative. A smaller set of the images was very well received at the Icelandic National League of North America conference in Victoria in the fall of 2006. At least one viewer was reported moved to tears. 

The majority of images were selected to reveal Icelandic pioneers at work and at play. You will see logging and fishing, sporting and picnicking as Icelanders work with insight and effort to build a place for themselves within the early British Columbia context. The show also contains numerous old fashioned studio portraits of the settlers. Among them can be found the family of former B.C. Premier Byron (Boss) Johnson.

There will be approximately 100 printed graphic panels containing restored photographs and text, so bring your glasses and be prepared to visit with the memories our early pioneers.

Dates: 
Saturday, March 3rd – 10 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 4th – 10 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Location: 
Scandinavian Community Centre,
6540 Thomas Street, Burnaby, BC 
(off Kensington near the freeway)

If you plan to come to the Reception on Sunday 2-4 p.m. please R.S.V.P. to 294-2777 or cthauber@interchange.ubc.ca

