INL/NA Report to Clubs  - Installment #5 – August 2011

Sorry, but I guess it’s  time to tell you that summer break is over.  Mind you, there are many INL folks that didn’t take a break. Best examples are Dianne who got the calendar printed, distributed  the copies to our US clubs, and hand delivered the Canada copies to Winnipeg and to Gimli. And our President Gail has been all over, doing her best to keep the INL image front and centre. She was on the west coast and visited Seattle and Blaine, came to Gimli for Íslengadagurinn, and took a side trip that same weekend to August the Deuce in Mountain.

I had the pleasure of going with Gail to Mountain, and it was again amazing to see what can be done in a small community when there is commitment and strength of purpose. Try and go some year, it´s worth it!

In Gimli, Gail organized an INL float with assistance from the kids from the Icelandic Language Camp. Great effort, and a greay day. At this moment, our pres is in Iceland at the annual meeting of the INL/Iceland.

Sure can’t accuse Gail of not trying hard enough!

There are still some INL tees available. Contact the office to find out sizes. 

If there’s a lot of interest, who knows – maybe we’ll make more to bring to our next convention.

The next convention is going to be May 3,4,5 & 6, 2012 – in Brandon, MB.

I have the idea that I’ll try to get some interest in Winnipeg, Selkirk, Gimli, Arborg, Lundar and Riverton to make it a bus trip, including fly-ins from other points. It will only take logistics. Wishful thinking?

Anyway, check the INL website for convention news and updates.

On June 17th, officially Jon Sigurdsson Day in Manitoba, we again had a wreath laying ceremony at the Jon Sigurdsson statue on thr legislative grounds here in Winnipeg, in great weather, followed by a great concert by a choir from Iceland, plus a play at the Winnipeg Art Gallery. It was good! I met Lyle Hillman’s brother, who had heard the choir the previous day in Mountain, and decided to follow them down so he could hear them again. And they were superb, with fabulous soloists.

Submissions for the 2013 calendar are requested (see attachment). These are due by October 1, 2011. The 2012 calenar looks very good, printed on heavy paper, it is highly professional. Nice job Dianne!

A motion was passed at the convention to develop a 5 year financial plan. At our June board meeting, we agreed to establish a committee –

Candice Murphy, Chris Byron, Ron Goodman,  & Claire Eckley, and we plan to invite Allan Miller and Arden Jackson to participate.

One of our finacial issues is the apparent discrepancy between member clubs as to the method used for counting members – e.g. In Winnipeg, a man and his wife are two members, similar to some other clubs, but not all. We are going to try to define ‘an INL member’, not to tell the clubs what they should be doing, just how they’ll need to report and pay to the INL. 

We are looking forward to the visit early in October from Mats Lund. Your local club will contact you about dates. Those of you that responded to the request ought to be able to see the aerial photo of your family’s ancestral home. Looking forward to this one! 

Bless, bless.

Your correspondent

Garry Oddleifson.

